
CATEGORY 4 3 2 1 

EMPATHIZE 

 

Students fully  

empathized with the 

people (or animals) 

by thoroughly  

researching their 

need(s) and  

understanding what 

they must feel like.  

Students mostly  

empathized with the 

people (or animals) 

by researching their 

need(s) and trying to 

understand what 

they must feel like. 

Students attempted 

to empathize with 

the people (or  

animals) by thinking 

about their need(s). 

Little attempt was 

made to  

empathize with the 

people (or animals) 

by thinking about their 

needs. 

DEFINE 

 

Students identified 

personal passions, 

matched with  

a need in our  

community, and  

decided on a  

solution that  

included everyone in 

the group. 

Students focused 

on a need in our 

community and 

decided on a  

solution that mostly 

included everyone 

in the group. 

Students decided 

on a solution that 

mostly met a need 

in the community. 

Some of the group 

was included. 

It is unclear  

whether personal  

passions were  

connected to a 

need, and few group 

member participated 

in the solution.  

IDEATE 

 

Students  

brainstormed many 

creative solutions to 

meet a need and 

effortlessly included 

everyone in the 

group when  

deciding on the final 

solution. 

Students  

brainstormed some 

solutions to meet a 

need and mostly 

included everyone 

in the group when 

deciding on the 

final solution. 

Some students  

decided on  

solutions to meet a 

need and tried to 

include everyone 

int h group for the 

final decision. 

Only 1 or 2 students 

decided on  

solutions to meet a 

need, and there was 

little effort to include 

everyone in the 

group. 

PROTOTYPE 

 

Students decided 

on a solution by 

honoring all group 

ideas and failed 

forward until the 

final outcome. 

Students tried to 

decide on a  

solution by honoring 

all group ideas and 

failed at least once 

before the final  

outcome.  

Some students tried 

to decide on a  

solution with only 

their ideas and 

failed at least once 

before the final  

outcome. 

Only 1 or 2 students 

tried to decide on a 

solution, then mostly 

failed at achieving an  

outcome. 

TEST AND 

SHARE 

 

Students  

connected to  

personal passions, 

then researched 

an/or interviewed 

users to determine if 

the solution met the 

identified needs. 

Students  

researched and/or 

interviewed users to 

determine if the 

solution met the 

identified needs. 

Students  

researched a little 

about whether or 

not the solution met 

the identified 

needs. 

Little attempt was 

made to determine 

whether or not the 

solution met the  

identified needs.  


