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OtterCares Philanthropy Program

Project Heart
Middle School Assessments

The OtterCares Foundation inspires
youth to become entrepreneurs and

philanthropists who create lasting and

impactful change in their communities.

Assessing the Learning in Project Heart

How will teachers know that their students have learnedthe concepts presented inProject Heart ata deeper level of
understanding? Inorder to establish a baseline, give students the Middle School Pre-Assessment before starting Lesson 1
of the Project Heart Middle School Curriculum to measure prior knowledge of philanthropy. After completing Lesson 10 of
the unit, give the Middle School Post-Assessment to measure studentlearning and growth.

Perhapsthe strongest evidence of learning are the students’ projects andtheirindividual reflections. These projects
provideteachers a summative assessment where the students provide the evidence for the cul mination of their
understanding of philanthropy. By applyinglearning to a project, students have a tangible representation of their efforts
and timespentacquiring the content of the curriculum. After engaging in the discussions, researchingnonprofits and
philanthropists, craftingmission statements, networking opportunities, and completing their impact projects, we believe
thatstudents will not only be empowered to identifyneed and address it but also make philanthropy a daily practicein
their lives.

Teachers shouldalso note thataninformal assessment of learningis acquired by comparing the kind of dialogue students
arehavinginclass discussions at the beginning of the unit with the type of conversations students are having towards the
end, during Lesson 10. If students understand the concepts presented throughout the curriculum, thereshouldbe a
noticeable differenceinhow they communicate about philanthropy and making animpact on the world aroundthem.
Because each lesson builds upon the concepts established inthe previous, teachers can also measure the application of
learning asthey progress through the curriculum. Always be sureto scaffold|earning as needed for students requiring
moretime or alternative modes of presentation.

Microlearnings in the Middle School Curriculum

The Project Heart middle school curriculumincludes 90 microlearnings thatinvolve a picture or a quotethatcanbe
printed out or projected on thewall or board. These questions are based on Bloom’s Taxonomy to prompt hi gher-level
thinking, serve as discussion prompts, journaling or exit tickets. These canbe used as a warm-up, during transitiontimes,
or to closea class period with last thoughts. The research behind the concept of microlearning points to improved
retention and application of regularly reviewed concepts. These microlearnings complimentthelesson topics, and allow
students to be exposed to these concepts (philanthropyin general, passions, missions, 3Ts, project planning, etc.)
throughoutthe course of a unit, semester oryear. The questions provided with these quotes and images areintended to
challenge students to connect the learningto themselves and connect the concepts to the world aroundthem.
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Project Heart Objectives for Teaching Philanthropy

# Createa list of ways to apply today’s learning about philanthropy to family, school and Lesson1
community.

* Plan toincorporate philanthropy into daily and weeklyschedules. Lesson 1

* Choose nonprofits to hel p and identify the purpose of the organization’s efforts. Lesson 2

* Analyze personal 3Ts and planto usethemto makean impact. Lesson 2

* Categorize philanthropic efforts to broaden understanding of philanthropy. Lesson3

* Integrate personal passions to write individual philanthropic mission statements. Lesson 3

* Engage support from family, friends, and peers to give time, talent, and/or treasure towards | Lesson4,8
a local, national, or globalneed.

* Work with others to devel op a plan of actionto meet philanthropic needs. Lesson 5

* Design a flyer foran individual, group, or class project. Lesson 5

* Assign, planandexecute tasks required for regular involvementin philanthropic efforts. Lesson6,8,9

* Planand organize a local, national, or global philanthropic effort. Lesson4,6,9

* Compare/contrastlocal philanthropic efforts. Lesson 7

* Set goalsto achieve positiveimpact with individuals and/or groups locally, nationally, or Lesson4,7
globally.

* Documentand recordevidence of philanthropic efforts to share and inspire others. Lesson9, 10

* Plan forcontinued and improvedinvolvementin philanthropic efforts. Lesson 10

* Participateinandrecordregularphilanthropicefforts. Lesson 10

* Calculatethe possible ripple effect of continued philanthropic efforts. Lesson 10
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Middle School Pre-Assessment

Name: Date

1) Whatisyour definition of the word “Philanthropy”?

Match the definitions withthe following words. Place the letter of the matching definitionon the line.

2) Charitable Foundation A | Apowerful, or compellingemotionor feeling abouta s pecific topic.

3) Nonprofit B | astockorsupplyof money, materials, staff,andother assets thatcanbe
used by a personor organizationinorderto function effectively.

4) Personal Passion C | Organizations thatare not “in business” to make money, but to give back
to society in some way, makingthem exempt from certaintaxes.

5) MissionStatement D | Asumofmoney given by an organization, especially agovernment, for a
particularpurpose.

6) Resources E | Short, 1-2 sentence declaration of whatyou hope to achieve and why.

7) Grant F | anorganization thatis created and supported with money that people
givein order to do something that helps society

Name one nonprofit/charity thatyou have heard of for each of the following categories:

8) Local:

9) National:

10) Global:

11) List afew your personal passions that you could use to help others:

12) What could aperson use to help support a beneficial cause? (circle all that apply)

1 hour after school Computer programming skills Old pairof shoes
Bracelet weaving Money earned fromchores Social media
Bicycle Saturday morning Finger puppets

@
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What word does each letter in the acronym for SMART goals stand for?
13) S-
14) M -
15) A -

16) R -

17) T -

18) How do SMART goals relate to a philanthropicproject?

19) How could you gain support for a philanthropic project? Be specific.

20) Give examples of how you could make an impact on your community or other people within the next year:

Bonus Question:
If you had to write a mission statement for a philanthropic effort, what would it be?
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Middle School Pre-Assessment Key

Name: Date

1) Whatisyour definition of the word “Philanthropy”?
Answers may vary. Project Heart definition of philanthropy: The process of giving back.

The act of donating money, goods, services, time or effort to support a beneficial cause

and create a lasting impact.

Match the definitions withthe following words. Place the letter of the matching definitionon the line.

2) Charitable Foundation F A | Apowerful, or compellingemotionor feeling about a specific topic.

3) Nonprofit C B | astockorsupplyof money, materials, staff, andother assets that canbe used
by a person or organization inorderto function effectively.

4) Personal Passion A C | Organizationsthatarenot “in business” to make money, butto give back to
society in someway, making them exempt from certain taxes.

5) MissionStatement E D | Asumofmoney given by an organization, especially agovernment, for a
particular purpose.

6) Resources B E | Short, 1-2 sentence declaration of whatyou hope to achieveand why.

7) Grant D F [ anorganization thatis created and supported withmoney that peoplegivein
order to do something that helps society

Name one nonprofit/charity that you have heard of for each of the following categories:

Answers for a local nonprofit/charity will vary

8) Local:

Answers for a national nonprofit/charity will vary
9) National:

Answers for a global nonprofit/charity will vary
10) Global:

11) List afew your personal passions that you could use to help others:
Answers for personal passions will vary

Each answer involves using

12) What could a person use to help support a beneficial cause? (circle all that appl .
) P psupp ( pply) a time, talent, or treasure.

1 hour after school Computer programming skills Old pairof shoes
< Bracelet weaving Money earned fromchores Socialmedia
Bicycle Saturday morning Finger puppets

@
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What word does each letter in the acronym for SMART goals stand for?

13) S- Specific
14) M - Measurable

15) A - Attainable
16) R- Relevant

17) T- Time -Based

18) How do SMART goals relate to a philanthropic project?
Answers may vary. Sample answer: SMART goals help bring focus to what the project is

actually trying to accomplish so that you can know when you've done it.

19) How could you gain support for a philanthropic project? Be specific.
Answers may vary. Sample answer: You could reach out to local news and radio stations,

use social media, and create flyers/ banners / signs to raise awareness for your project.

20) Give examples of how you could make an impact on your community or other people within the next year:
Answersmay vary. The key here is that students are identifying a philanthropic need and

thinking about ways to address it.

Bonus Question:

If you had to write a mission statement for a philanthropic effort, what would it be?
Answers may vary. Student mission statements should be based on what they want to

achieve and why they want to achieve it.
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Middle School Post-Assessment

Name: Date

1) Whatisyour definition of the word “Philanthropy”?

Match the definitions withthe following words. Place the letter of the matching definitionon the line.

2) Charitable Foundation A | Apowerful, or compellingemotionor feeling about a s pecific topic.

3) Nonprofit B | astockorsupplyof money, materials, staff,andother assets thatcanbe
used by a personor organizationinorderto function effectively.

4) Personal Passion C | Organizations thatare not “in business” to make money, but to give back
to society in some way, makingthem exempt from certaintaxes.

5) MissionStatement D | Asumofmoney given by an organization, especially agovernment, for a
particularpurpose.

6) Resources E | Short, 1-2 sentence declaration of whatyou hope to achieve and why.

7) Grant F | anorganization thatis created and supported with money that people
givein order to do something that helps society

Name one nonprofit/charity thatyou have heard of for each of the following categories:

8) Local:

9) National:

10) Global:

11) List afew your personal passions that you could use to help others:

12) What could aperson use to help support abeneficial cause? (circle all that apply)

1 hour after school Computer programming skills Old pairof shoes
Braceletweaving Money earned from chores Social media
Bicycle Saturday morning Finger puppets

@
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What word does each letter in the acronym for SMART goals stand for?

13) S-
14) M -
15) A -
16) R -

17) T -

18) How do SMART goals relate to a philanthropic project?

19) How could you gain support for a philanthropic project? Be specific.

20) Give examples of how you could make an impact on your community or other people within the next year:

Bonus Question:
If you had to write a mission statement for a philanthropic effort, what would it be?
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Middle School Post-Assessment Key

Name: Date

1) Whatisyour definition of the word “Philanthropy”?
Answers may vary. Project Heart definition: The process of giving back. The act of

donating money, goods, services, time or effort to support a beneficial cause and create a

lasting impact.

Match the definitions withthe following words. Place the letter of the matching definitionon the line.

2) Charitable Foundation F A | Apowerful, or compellingemotionor feeling about a specific topic.

3) Nonprofit C B | Astockorsupplyof money, materials, staff, andother assets that can be used
by a person or organization inorderto function effectively.

4) Personal Passion A C | Organizationsthatarenot “in business” to make money, but to give back to
society in someway, making them exempt from certain taxes.

5) MissionStatement E D | Asumofmoney given by an organization, especially agovernment, for a
particular purpose.

6) Resources B E | Short, 1-2 sentence declaration of whatyou hope to achieveand why.

7) Grant D F [ An organization thatis created and supported with money that peoplegivein
order to do something that helps society

Name one nonprofit/charity that you have heard of for each of the following categories:

Answers for a local nonprofit/charity will vary

8) Local:
9) National: Answers for a national nonprofit/charity will vary
10) Global: Answers for a global nonprofit/charity will vary

11) List afew your personal passions that you could use to help others:
Answers for personal passions will vary

Each answer involves using

12) What could a person use to help support a beneficial cause? (circle all that apply) 2 time. talent. or treasure

1 hour after school Computer programming skills Old pairof shoes
< Braceletweaving Money earned from chores Social media
Bicycle Saturday morning Finger puppets

@
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What word does each letter in the acronym for SMART goals stand for?

13) S- Specific
14) M - Measurable

15) A - Attainable
16) R- Relevant

17) T- Time -Based

18) How do SMART goals relate to a philanthropic project?
Answers may vary. Sample answer: SMART goals help bring focus to what the project is

actually trying to accomplish so that you can know when you've done it.

19) How could you gain support for a philanthropic project? Be specific.
Answers may vary. Sample answer: You could reach out to local news and radio stations,

use social media, and create flyers/ banners / signs to raise awareness for your project.

20) Give examples of how you could make an impact on your community or other people within the next year:
Answers may vary. The key here is that students are identifying a philanthropic need and

thinking about ways to address it.

Bonus Question:

If you had to write a mission statement for a philanthropic effort, what would it be?
Answers may vary. Student mission statements should be based on what they want to

achieve and why they want to achieve it.
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Project Heart Teacher-to-Parent/Guardian Intro Letter

(DATE)

Dear Parents/Guardians,

Duringthis upcomingsemester, your gradestudentwill be participatingin the Project Heart programin ourclass.

The Project Heart programis an innovative educational tool that provides students with the opportunity to learn about
philanthropy.

The purpose of Project Heartis to encourage a habit of giving, create global awarenessinchildren,andallowthemto
contributetheirtime, talent, and treasure towards causes andissues they are passionate about. This program hopes to
have a positive effect on students’ lives and the community they livein.

At the conclusion of this program, students will complete a philanthropy project where they will be putting the concepts
they havelearnedinto action. In this project, students will define their philanthropic mission and create a project that may
takethe form of an event, fundraising and/orvolunteer activity. Parent volunteers may be needed to hel p with some of
the project logistics and execution.

ProjectHeart has been created by the OtterCares Foundation, which is connected to OtterBox. We are fortunate to have
this program availableatno costto our school and| am eagerto have our students participatein this uniqueand
important|learningopportunity.

If you haveany questions, please feel free to contact me at:

phonenumber oremailmeat

Sincerely,

)
¢ fil Interaction Activity at Home:

Student: Ask your parent/guardian what “philanthropy” means to them. Write their answer here:

Parent/Guardian: Askyourstudent what “philanthropy” meansto them. Write their answer here:
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Suggestions for Using the Project Heart Curriculum

Are you a teacher looking to weave philanthropy in to what you are already teaching?

The Project Heart curriculum canbeinfusedthroughoutanylessonthatyouarelooking to blend ina philanthropy
education component. The microlearnings are an easy way to raise engagingquestions about how philanthropyties in to
your class curriculum while the in-depth 10-lesson unit provides activities and reflectionaround topics such as the
importance of making a difference, personal passions, finding your mission, persevering through adversity, andsetting
goals. Also, ourlist of Impact Project Ideas offer a wide array of ready-made philanthropicactivities that can both tieinto
your lessons and engage your students.

Are you looking for a powerful warm-up activity for your students?

The microlearnings provide simple writing and/or discussion prompts that canstart any class off on therightfoot. These
learning pieces allow for brief or extended discussions based on theimage or quote, based on the questions providedfor
theseand based on timeavailable.

Are you a teacher looking for a thought-provoking wrap-up activity that ties history to today?

Whatbetter way to close a lesson than to have students reflect on whatthey learned and did in class, then encourage
them to apply whatthey learned in a relevant way intheirown lives? Students will leave pondering some powerful ideas
thatcaninspirethem regularly to participatein philanthropic efforts.

Are you looking for a meaningful activity to implement for early finishers?

Middle school students are not easily motivated by “extra” work, so earlyfinishers will benefit from working
independently orin small groups to discuss and/or debate a question from the microlearning materials. These debating
skills areimportant for students to practicein a respectful and meaningful way.

Are you a teacher looking for before-school or after-school program ideas?

Programs thattake place before andafter school canbe so muchmorethanextrahomework time or indoor/outdoor play.
Students in these programs are often from different classes and different grade levels, soworking together for the
common good of their school or community canbuild relationships and fulfilla need for belonging.

Are you looking for small group activities for your students so that you can reteach prior content?

The ten-lesson philanthropy unit has many opportunities for students to work in small groups, to discuss topics andto
createend products and projects. The microlearning materialsalso canbe used for small group work (the materials can be
used daily, weekly, bi-weekly or other schedule as needed) for higher-level thinking and discussions.

Are you looking for an end-of-year unit that engages and empowers your students?

ProjectHeart provides a ten-lessonunitthat can be a life-changing and meaningful end to the school year with explicit
instruction on building philanthropy into daily life, working together to planandorganize a philanthropicevent, and
empowers students to make a difference on a local, national, andglobal level.

Access the Full Curriculum!

If you madeithere, butwantto get back to the main Project Heart materials, use your registration passwordto access
https://myprojectheart.org/middleresources
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