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LESSON FOUR

WHAT IS A MISSION STATEMENT?

Learning Targets
« Students will create philanthropic mission statements.

« 50-60 minutes—can be broken into two 25-30 minute lessons if needed.

Materials—Please note, you will need to be logged into your Project Heart
account at www.myprojectheart.org to access all materials.
« On screen presentation—available in PowerPoint and Google Slides.
« My Personal Mission Statement activity page—found on the Project Heart
website.
« My Little Book of Philanthropy activity page—found on the Project Heart
website.
. Optional take home activity—Our Family Mission Statement activity—found
on the Project Heart website.

Overview
o Warm-Up—>5 minutes—define the following tferm: mission statfement.
« Activity—40 minutes
o My Personal Mission Statement (20 minutes)
o My Little Book of Philanthropy (20 minutes)
. Conclusion—5 minutes—recap what a mission statement is and display The
OfterCares Foundation mission statement.
. Optional take home activity—Our Family Mission Statement.,

-
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WARM-UP:
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LESSON 4 -
WHAT IS A MISSION
STATEMENT?

What does this statement mean to you:

What is a

ACTIVITY:
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“It doesn’t matter how fast you are are going if you’re heading in the
wrong direction.”

What does this quote mean to you?

Ask the students what a mission statement is.

A mission statement is a description of the purpose of a group or organi-
zation. It is a reason for existing.

If you completed the previous lesson: All of the nonprofits that you re-
searched in an earlier lesson have mission statements.

The Alley Cat Allies mission is to transform and develop communities to
protect and improve the lives of cats.

The Make-A-Wish mission statement is to create life-changing wishes for
children with critical illnesses.

If you had students write down a mission statement that they found of a parent/
guardian’s place of work, their favorite business, etc., have them share it now.

Write a personal mission statement—20 minutes

think this is?

do you

Display the three company mission statements on the screen and let students
guess which company each one belongs to.

#1: To be the best sports brand in the world—Adidas
#2: To save people money so they can live better—Walmart
#3: To refresh the world and make a difference—Coca-Cola
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Tell the students that they will now get a chance to write their own mission

statements, using a Mad Libs style worksheet.
What will YOUR mission statement
say about YOU? .. . . . . .
A sample mission statement is written out for them with spaces to write their
name, age, and a series of nouns/verbs/adjectives. Provided on one side of the
T : worksheet are sample words they can use, but you may want to come up with

additional words for them to choose from as well.

Follow the instructions on MY PERSONAL

your worksheet ilo yvrhe MISSION sTATmnﬂ

Yatament. Filinfhs

blanks using the following

fypes of words: MY PERSONAL MISSION STATEMENT MY PERSONAL

oun - person, place or thing o 'l IBS!
M i, s e ... MISSION STATEMENT

Adjective - descriptor
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If you had students complete the personal passion mind map in the previous

Look back at your PERSONAL PASSIONS 0 0 3
mind map to help you write your lesson, let them know that some of the information they wrote down might help

mission statement!

them build their mission statement.
What did you say was important to you?

What did you say you could do to make a difference?

**|f your students have gone through Project Heart previously, have them rework
P : a mission statement that they’ve already written for themselves. As our skills,
interests, and passions change, so can our mission statements!

ACTIVITY:

My Little Book of Philanthropy—20 minutes

Slides 15-20 provide instructions on how to create the My Little Book of
Philanthropy activity. This can be a tool students carry around and remind them of
what things they are passionate about, what skills they have, and how they can put

My Little Book of Philanthropy

Let's make a pocket
guide that we can
carry around to help us
remember a difference
we can make in our
communities!

those together to make a difference!
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Inspiring students to
i become entrepreneurs
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Step 1: Fold and crease the paper along each line.

Step 2: Fold the paper in half and use scissors to cut just along
the dotted line.

Step 3: Fold the paper in half lengthwise and push the two ends
together so that the section you just cut opens.

Step 4: Fold the rest of the pages together so that you create
a small book. Page 1 (My Little Book of Philanthropy) should
be your title page, and Page 8 (The End!) should be your back
page.

Step 5: Write on each page to make this book unique to YOU!
Color using crayons or colored pencils to make it fun!

Mission statements help us learn more about an organization and what
is important to them. This Project Heart program was created by The
OtterCares Foundation, whose mission is to inspire students to become
entrepreneurs and philanthropists!

The mission statements we all created today can help remind us how we
can make a difference!

OPTIONAL: Families can also create mission statements too! Each of you
will also get to take home a family mission statement activity page!

Bur Familyy Misson Statement v Our Familiy
v "
MAD LiBS! Missn Statoment

Nyv
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