
Learning Targets
Students will be able to understand the role of a philanthropist in a
community

Time
40 minutes 

Materials
On screen presentation – available in PowerPoint and Google Slides
This lesson introduces students to philanthropists. You can do this in one of
two ways in your classroom:
VIDEOS:

Provided in this lesson are a number of videos + bios sharing both youth
philanthropists and adult philanthropists. Show any video you think your
students will be inspired by. 

IN PERSON PHILANTHROPIST:
Reach out to a local philanthropist in your community - this can be
anyone who donates their time, talent or treasure to a cause they’re
passionate about.
Request a bio to share with your students.
Provide speaker with interview questions so they are prepared for what
students might ask.

Philanthropist interview question worksheets to record answers to questions.
“I am a Philanthropist” student activity sheet - to be printed from Project
Heart website.

Overview
Warm-Up – 5 minutes – Define the following terms: Philanthropist
Lesson Includes – 35 minutes 

Students will spend time reviewing biographies of philanthropists - either
from videos they will watch or from a speaker that will visit their
classroom. 
Students will listen to a guest speaker or watch videos to find out why
philanthropy became a part of the philanthropists’ lives, their
backgrounds, and other topics related to interview questions that
students will review/prepare before the presentation.

LESSON TWO
WHO ARE PHILANTHROPISTS?



Overview Cont.
Students will take a “philanthropist inventory” to learn about some of the
characteristics a philanthropist embodies, and if they have those same
qualities, too.

Exit – 10 minutes – Students discuss how these philanthropists gave their
time, talent, and/or treasure for the greater good of the community.
Students will think individually about how they can give their time, talent or
treasure to the causes that were presented today.

LESSON TWO
WHO ARE PHILANTHROPISTS?



Warm-Up:

Tell the class that they are continuing on their journey to
make a difference. Today, they will learn about people
who have made a difference in their communities. They will
find out how they gave their 3Ts, and how they got
involved in different causes.

Remind students that the word philanthropymeans to give
back by donating money, goods, services, time or effort to
help a cause and creating a lasting impact.

What do you think a philanthropist is?

A philanthropist is someone who uses their time, talent,
and/or treasure to someone or something in need.

Learn About Philanthropists - VIDEOS

Tell the students that they will now watch a few videos. In
these videos, philanthropists share how they started giving
back, what things they are passionate about, and how
they use their 3Ts to make their community a better place.

Six videos + bios are provided on slides five and six, sharing
six stories of giving back. Choose as many videos as you’d
like!
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Learn About Philanthropists - IN PERSON SPEAKER

Take a few minutes to go over the expectations for the
philanthropist interview. Share who will be visiting their
classroom and decide who will be asking each question
from either the interview question page provided on the
Project Heart website, or the list of questions the class came
up with.

Use this optional slide when your philanthropist is speaking

Activity: I am a Philanthropist

Tell the students that they will take some time to learn
about different characteristics of a philanthropist. Some of
these characteristic traits (or maybe all of them), they
might notice describe the philanthropists in the videos or
the speaker they had in their classroom.

On the “I am a Philanthropist” worksheet, seven
characteristics are displayed with descriptions beneath.
Read through each characteristic as a class and have
students determine if they think they too embody some of
these same traits. If they do, have them circle the world. If
the trait is something they would like to work on, have them
put a star next to the word.

On the back of the worksheet, have students write a few
sentences about how they can give their 3Ts (time, talent
or treasure) to someone in need in their community.
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Conclusion:

Call on a few students to summarize how the
philanthropist(s) in the videos or the guest speaker used
their 3Ts to give in the community.

Revisiting questions from Lesson 1:
How is philanthropy more than money? How else do
people give?

Optional Extension Activity: Students can use their interview
sheet to interview someone in their life or the community
about how they give back.
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Philanthropist Interview Questions 
 

 
 

When did you first become 
a philanthropist? 

 

What do you do as a 
philanthropist right now? 

 

What do you like about 
being a philanthropist? 

 

How do you feel when you 
give back to the 
community? 

 

What does philanthropy 
mean to you? 

 

What community issues 
are you most passionate 
about? 
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